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Synopsis

Count Elim Pavlovich Demidov (1868 - 1943) of the Demidov industrial family, was the Russian
Empire’s last ambassador to Greece, where he and his wife remained in exile and him as White
Russian ambassador. Speculating in 1895 about the richest man on earth, The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution stated that "the wealth of Elim Demidoff is beyond calculation."Demidov was a
famous big game hunter who published a series of books on his extravagant big-game hunting trips
to various remote locations. Demidov and his wife travelled to Mongolia with big-game hunter and
traveller George Littledale and his wife Teresa from London in 1897 to hunt the elusive wild sheep
living in the Altai. He writes: "In attempting to describe an expedition in search of the wild sheep of
Mongolia (Ovis ammon), | am fully aware that | have undertaken a difficult task. The want of
practical information concerning the country visited, the wild scenery, the curious habits and mode
of life of the native Kalmuks and Kirghiz, the flora and fauna of a little-explored region, and finally an
account of the mightiest of wild sheep in its natural haunts, are matters of such importance and so
closely connected, that one may well feel embarrassed in commencing the narrative.On the other
hand, | have been so much pressed by English sportsmen to give an account, however brief, of the
journey, its successes and failures, that feeling encouraged by the reception accorded last year to
my volume entitled Hunting Trips in the Caucasus, | have decided to publish the present account of
my experiences in the Altai Mountains and Mongolia."This book originally published in 1900 has
been reformatted for the Kindle and may contain an occasional defect from the original publication

or from the reformatting.
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